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Research on suitability of NSFC funding scale:

case study of the General Program and the Youth Scientists Program of Geography

Duan Peixin

Abstract

Meng Wei
(School of Public Administration s East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062)

This study takes the General Program and The Youth Scientists Program, which are the most

representative programs, as examples to research its scale suitability. Taking the Geography as analysis
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samples, we adopt questionnaires, statistical analysis and data envelopment analysis (DEA) as research
methods. We find that no matter the General Program or the Youth Program, the forepassed funding scale
from the NSFC has strong guidance and the peer reviewers are also less concerned on the project budget.
The performance of the General Program is higher than the Youth Scientists Program in Geography by vali-
dating the two different methods derived from questionnaires and DEA. In order to further improve the
funding performance, the scale of the General Program and the Youth Program should not be extended,

and the scope of the Youth Program also should not be extended instead of improving the funding quality.

Key words Geography; funding scale; return to scale; funding trend
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